WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 • A status setting method in which a user terminal can 
send, receive, and display a user status and a character message 
by sharing one or more virtual spaces set up on a network 
comprising: 

preparing a status table in which configurable 
user statuses are registered for each virtual space; 

obtaining the status table of a virtual space in which a 
user terminal participates every time the user terminal 
participates in the virtual space; 

setting a user status on each virtual space for the virtual 
space based on an obtained status table; and 

sending to, receiving from, and displaying for each 
virtual space the user status set for each virtual space. 

2. A status setting method according to claim l r wherein 
the user status and a user attribute defining a configurable user 
statuses are correlatively registered in the status table. 

3. A status setting method according to claim 1, wherein 
a common table in which prescribed user statuses are registered 
is previously prepared, and said common table is obtained if no 
status table is prepared for a virtual space in which user 
terminals participate, and a user status on said virtual space 
is set for the virtual space based on an obtained common table. 

4. A status setting method according to claim 1, wherein 
setting of a user status by a user is accepted. / 
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5. A status setting method according to claim 1, wherein 
said user terminal can display a user status with a symbol, the 
user status and the symbol are correlatively registered in a 
status table, and a status of another user sharing a virtual 

5 space is displayed with a symbol relating to the user status. 

6. A status setting method according to claim 1, wherein 
a list of user statuses registered in an obtained status table 
is displayed independently for each virtual space in which user 
terminals participate, selection of any user statuses on the 

HJ lo list is accepted for each virtual space, and a user status is 

fit 

LH - set for each virtual space. 

fi I 

H 7 . A computer-readable recording medium having a status 

f setting module for executing the method set forth in any of 

i^j claims 1 to 6 - 

JSj ■ is 8. A transmission medium transmitting a status setting 

" module for executing the method set forth in any of claims 1 to 

claim 6. 

9. A status setting system comprising: 

user terminals enabled for sending and receiving user 
20 statuses and character messages by sharing one or more virtual 
space set on a network, 

a storing means for storing a status table on which 
configurable user statuses are registered for each virtual 
space, 

25 an obtaining means for obtaining the status table of a 
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virtual space in which a user terminal participates every time 
a user terminal participates in the virtual space, 

a setting means for setting a user status on each virtual 
space for each virtual space based on an obtained status table, 
5 and 

- a displaying means for receiving from, sending to, and 
displaying for each virtual space the user status set for each 
virtual space. 
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